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is probably the most important one. The position of village
artisans is changing rapidly with the import of cheap machine-
made goods. "The tendency is for them to lose their status as
village servants, paid by the dues of the village community, and
to become more and more ordinary artisans who compete freely
among themselves for custom; in some cases, notably that of
the village leather worker, they are disappearing under the
competition of organized industries." i

In the course of this chapter we shall examine the position
of those members of the depressed classes who still follow some
traditional occupation.

Chamars

The traditional occupation of the Chamars has been des-
cribed as leather work. It will be observed from TABLE II in
Chapter II that in 1931 the proportion of the U.P. Chamars
having leather work as a principal or subsidiary occupation was
only 5-7 per cent. It may be mentioned that some of the
Chamar sub-castes (e.g. Dakhinahas of Basti district) claim that
weaving was the traditional occupation of their ancestors. More-
over, Koris, whose traditional occupation is weaving, were till
recently treated as a Chamar sub-caste. For these reasons we
think it incorrect to conceive of a Chamar as primarily a
worker in leather, at least so far as the U.P. is concerned. Our
observations show that in the eastern and the central parts of
the U.P. only about 2 per cent of the Chamars are now engaged
in leather work, and that the corresponding figure for the
western parts of the province is 5 per cent.

In Bihar, as has already been seen, the importance of the
Chamars' caste occupation has been tending to decline. Our
data reveal that about 6 per cent of the Chamars depend mainly
on their traditional occupation, while 22 per cent of them follow
it as a subsidiary occupation. These latter are mostly shoe-
menders and village Muchis. Tanning is usually combined
with leather work but the proportion of tanners-cum-shoe-makers
does not exceed 3 per cent.

Further down the Ganges Valley (Bengal), the proportion of
Chamars and Muchis engaged in leather work increases. Thus,

1 Industrial Commission Report, p, 10.